I am a tour guide living in northern Israel and working with private tours that have an emphasis on northern Israel programs. The vast majority of my work is in Galilee/Golan, Jerusalem/Dead Sea and central Israel. I also work with agents that require an array of guiding skills to cover other regions in the country (such as the Negev and Judean Desert) as well as different age groups and tour emphases. By conducting specialized private tours in fields as varied as Israeli cuisine, Kabalah in Tzfat and even bird watching sites during the migration seasons, I have attained an array of experience allowing my guiding to give a rounded experience of Israel. Other more general programmes and events such as 'March of the Living' also constitute important parts of my guiding background as I aspire to keep a widespread range of work experiences in order to enjoy a varied guiding portfolio that I have gained over the years. 

 

I have worked with family groups: both small private groups and larger extended family groups. In many occasions this involves guiding a Bar/Bat Mitzvah trip, in which my guiding raises to the challenge of sewing in the lives of these young people an extra special connection to Israel and the people that they encounter here. I enjoy working with youth and children and bring all the energy and enthusiasm that is available to a young tour guide (just over the wrong side of 30 yrs old!) in order to appeal to a family group of mixed ages and interests. The mixture of history that we can all relate to, together with a large variety of activities that an experienced guide can offer, makes a family trip to Israel an unforgettable experience. As a professional guide I seek to enhance the group's interaction with the land, its people, history and culture. 

”Dear Erez,

Thanks again for a spectacular tour.  We were all worn out by the end of the day but only because we did and learned so many wonderful things (perhaps between the five of us we'll remember most of them).  I hope we will be able to come back soon and see more Galilee sites with you as our guide.  If you ever need a reference, please feel free to use our names.

All the best,
George, Lauren, Emma, Linda, and Henry Cohen"

(USA) Summer 2011

I have previously carried out London Jewish community Israel missions both planning and guiding unique tailor-made programs in different parts of the country. These tours have outlined the rise of Zionism in the land of Israel recalling the historical narrative through important landmark sites that are vital in gaining an overall understanding of the history of Zionism. Visiting local charities and NGO's that provide support to Israel's victims of terrorist violence and participation in this relief work, as well as absorption educational centers were all integral parts of any such visit. 
My experience with Christian Pilgrims is also varied and has provided some of the more memorable moments in my career. I have guided a wide array of denominational churches and community even having led Greek Orthodox and Coptic churches! Naturally, I am guiding the Jewish context behind the settings of the Christian narrative and as such I find that many guiding themes from this field can have parallel motifs that can be of interest to visitors of different backgrounds. 

 

"Mr. Berkovitz was an exception guide for a trip through the civilizations and the history that make up Israel. He was always informed, connected to the group and never did any of us feel unsafe. We learned so much through Mr. Berkovitz's patient explanations at each site, his enthusiasm for his subject matter and his patient answering of every question. The group discussed many times just what an excellent guide he was. Mr. Berkovitz was sensitive to the Christianity of the group members. We all invited him to come see us in the United States."

Betsy Hansen U.S.A.

I am one of the guides regularly engaged by the Hebrew University Overseas Program in student trips that span the width and length of the country. A wide range of groups and programs have in turn all left a mark on my guiding of this land to the visitors that have a limited time in order to see as much as possible. 

"I was privileged to be part of a tour group that traveled to Israel in March.  I felt so blessed to have Erez B'Galil as our guide because he had such a depth of knowledge about his country, and the history of the Jewish people and Israel as well as a really good concept of our Christian faith and the teachings of Jesus.  Our trip was entitled "In the Footsteps of Christ: Pilgrimage to the Holy Land” He guided us well in those footsteps.  
I've traveled with different tour groups always learning lots from guides, but I felt that Erez was exceptional.  The background of knowledge that he was so generous in sharing with us, not just at places we visited, but continually on the bus as we traveled for all of us who were anxious to listen and learn.  Though we had only a short time scheduled at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem, he did a good job of guiding us through antiquities that illustrated history that we had learned on earlier stops.   He was so enthused about his country that he left us feeling a need to see all the other places that we didn't have time to visit."
Mary Lou Anderson (USA), 2011 

This is a very brief summary of my major work experience as a certified guide in Israel. Each group brings their own needs and requirements that can keep any good guide "on their toes". I have excellent inter-personal skills and enjoy immensely the profession that I have chosen - receiving and hosting each group with a great deal of commitment, knowledge and pride in the Land of Israel, achievements of the Jewish State and my own humble connection.
No other response letter of thanks that I have received has ever put ink to paper in such a poetic way then this last quote from Priscilla Backstrom (USA). I look forward to having the opportunity to enhance many further trips to Israel through guiding tours.

"Like a stream bubbling over rocks, my mind washes over the places - sights and sounds of Israel. I hear the voice of instruction and information but also inspiration. We walk through the remnants and you make them sing (a very appropriate word for our group) with the connections between their stones and their lives. You not only gave us excellent and accurate knowledge but infused it with passion for each setting. You were very accomodating to the rhythmn of our group and handled well the unexpected. The trip was beyond my expectations and largely because of the inspirational and educational guiding that you did. Your sense of humor and relaxed ability to relate to us as individuals as well as maintain order as a group made our tour flow very well. You allowed time for the individuality of the group as in leaving space for testimonies, readings and yes, songs and made us feel like you were there to serve, not push us. I will never forget some of the lessons from those footsteps and it gave me the clear desire to return and learn more about such a beautiful and rich land. My faith was strengthened, my enotions were touched and my mind was stirred and challenged from our tour. 

We loved it, Erez and you are the best." 

Dennis and Priscilla (Perky) Backstrom (USA), 2011

**References can be given upon request  
